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NINA G. KOEPCKE







916 EL RIO DRIVE, SAN JOSE, CA 95125  







nina@ninakstudio.com,  www.ninakstudio.com

EDUCATION: 

Bennington College, Bennington, VT, 1954-57, BA

SOLO EXHIBITIONS:

2006:  - Breathing Crows and Other Poems- Main Gallery, Redwood City, CA

2004  - Frida, Georgia and Emily: 3 Women Artists- Main Gallery, Redwood City, CA

          -  Directions-Dimensions, Triton Museum of Art, Santa Clara, CA

2002 - Galerie Aqui, Siam Ben, Images de Provence, Vallauris, France

- Retrospective - Somewhair in Willow Glen Gallery, San Jose, CA 

2000   - Animal Stories, Sunnyvale Creative Arts Center, Sunnyvale, CA

1996   - Once Upon a Time, Olive Hyde Gallery, Fremont, CA

1990   - The Masked Image, The Allegra Gallery at Eulipia, San Jose, CA 

1982   - San Jose Art League, San Jose, CA  

GROUP EXHIBITIONS:

2008 –   The Print Show- Pacific Art League, Palo Alto, CA

-    Drawing Down the Muse – WomanKraft Gallery, Tuscon, AZ

· Barely Contained: the Box Show- The Main Gallery, Redwood City, CA

· Thinking Green- Art Works Downtown Gallery, San Rafael, CA

· Animal Crackers – Pence Gallery, Davis, CA

2007 -    Printmakers of the Pacific Art League- Elizabeth Norton Gallery – Palo Alto, CA 

         -   Clay and Glass- Art Object Gallery, San Jose, CA

· Eye Tunes – Main Gallery, Redwood City, CA

· All Fired Up – Santa Clara City Hall, Santa Clara, CA

· A Mekhaya, What a Joy- Main Gallery, Redwood City, CA

2006: - The Poetic Image- The Main Gallery, Redwood City, CA 

          - Get Fire: Hot Ceramics from the ACGA – Pence Gallery, Davis, CA

2005 - Main Characters - The Main Gallery, Redwood City, CA

         - Return to the Garden, The Main Gallery, Redwood City, CA

   - ACGA/BCG – 600 Townsend St., San Francisco, CA

   - Sixty Years of Fire, Function and Form, Falkirk Cultural Center, San Rafael, CA

  -  Vessels, Sculpture and Tile- Craft and Cultural Arts Gallery, Oakland, CA

2004  - Visions of Memory – Main Gallery, Redwood City, CA

 -East Meets West, Danville Fine Arts Gallery, Danville, CA

 -For Love or Money, Main Gallery, Redwood City, CA

2003 - Figurative Clay - Gallery Alexander, San Diego, CA

- A Woman's Place - Rose Sessnon Gallery, Santa Clara, CA

-The Garden of Earthly Delights- The Main Gallery, Redwood City, CA 

-The Body Reveals- The Main Gallery, Redwood City, CA

- One of a Kind- 600 Townsend St., San Francisco, CA

- Japan Revisted, Art Object Gallery, San Jose, CA -curated by the San Jose Museum of       
Quilts and Textiles, San Jose, CA

 2001: A Spatial Odyssey, Hayward City Hall, Hayward, CA

- Re-invent Yourself, Elemental Arts Gallery, Los Gatos, CA

- Making Her Mark, Rose Sesnon Gallery at the Triton Museum, Santa Clara, CA

2000 - The Female Gaze, Louie Gallery, Ohlone College, Fremont, CA

- Flights of Fantasy, Mill Valley Sculpture Gardens, Mill Valley, CA

- Poetry and Clay, Triton Museum of Art, Santa Clara, CA
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1999 - Self Portraits, Galeria Tonanzin, San Juan Bautista, CA

- Animals in Art, Anchorage Museum of Art and History, Anchorage, AK

 -Ancient Tales and Urban Legends, Galeria Tonanzin, San Juan Bautista, CA

-Out of the Fire: Clay and Glass, Mill Valley Sculpture Gardens, Mill Valley CA

1998    -OnceUponATime, Anchorage Museum of Art and History, Anchorage, AK
                

            -Animal Space, Human Space, Interface, California State University  Stanlislaus, Turlock


-Communities, Pacific School of Religion, Berkeley, CA 


-Scared, Scarred, Sacred, Works/San Jose, San Jose, CA


-Women’s Work, San Jose City College, San Jose, CA


-The Age of Women, SOMARTS Gallery, San Francisco, CA

1997
-Life Clusters, Euphrat Museum of Art, De Anza College, Cupertino, CA


-Clay and Glass, Triton Museum of Art, Santa Clara, CA


-Drawing Down the Muse, WomanKraft Gallery, Tucson, AZ


-Women in Clay, WomanKraft Gallery, Tucson, AZ


-Women Printmakers, Juror’s Award, Galeria Tonantzin, San Juan Bautista, CA


-Hitachi Data Systems, Santa Clara, CA

1996   - Northern California Ceramics, Bedford Gallery, Walnut Creek, CA


-New Garments for Old Stories, Reinterpreting Our Lives, Mills College, Oakland, CA

1995   - Encounters with Nature, Sculptural and Functional, Gallery One, Petaluma, CA


-Bay Area Crafts, Genesis a Sanctuary for the Arts, San Jose, CA


-Selected Artists from Open Studios, Kensington Art Centre, Campbell, CA

1994   - North American Works, Matrix Gallery, Sacramento, CA 


-California Clay IV, The Artery, Davis, CA


-Visual Cymbals, an Artists/Poets/Composers Collaborative, Gallery I, San Jose State 


University,. San Jose, CA


-Bay Area Crafts, Olive Hyde Gallery, Fremont, CA

1993   - Russian and American Ceramics, City Museum of St. Petersburg, St. Petersburg, Russia


-Windows on the Arts featured artist, San Jose, CA


-Contemporary California Clay, Rosicrucian Museum, San Jose, CA


-Women's Caucus for the Arts at Syntex Gallery, Palo Alto, CA


-Ring of Fire, Faith Nightingale Gallery, San Diego, CA 


-Synopsis Gallery, Mountain View, CA

1992   - Out of Clay, Contemporary Ceramics, Clara Kott Von Storch Gallery, Dexter, MI


-Lite Rail National, Lite Rail Gallery, Sacramento, CA 


-Images, Visions, and Voices, Seipp Gallery, Palo Alto, CA

1991   - Tempos '91 Rosicrucian Museum, San Jose, CA


-ACCA at the Gittins Gallery, Salt Lake City, UT


-Bay Clay, Artisan’s Gallery, Mill Valley, CA

1990   - Bay Area Arts and Crafts Honorable Mention, Olive Hyde Gallery, Fremont, CA


-Oceans Away, WomanKraft Gallery, Tucson, AZ


-New Decade, New Visions in Clay, Rosicrucian Museum Gallery, San Jose, CA


-California Clay, The Artery, Sacramento, CA


-Stones and Bones, Weir Gallery, Berkeley, CA


-Life Sources, Multiple Visions, Villa Montalvo Center for the Arts, Saratoga, CA 


-Allegra Gallery, San Jose, CA


-Bay Area Arts and Crafts, 1870 Gallery, Belmont, CA


-Clay and Glass, California Crafts Museum, San Francisco, CA

l989   - Maquette exhibition for public sculpture, Pinetop-Lakeside, AZ 


-Monarch Clay National, San Angelo Museum, San Angelo, TX
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-A World Without War, An Artist's Vision, International touring exhibition, sponsored by 


the San Jose Art League, San Jose, CA1988 

  - XXXIII Regional 3D, San Jose Art League, San Jose, CA


-Bay Area Clay, PR Coonley, Palo Alto, CA


-Animal Show, International Gallery, San Diego, CA


-A Holiday Tea Party, women's Bldg. Los Angeles, CA





            -Bay Clay, Handworks Gallery, Carmel, CA


-Clay and Glass, California Crafts Museum, San Francisco, CA

1987 - Art and Spirituality, WomanKraft Gallery, Tucson, AZ

- Bay Area Clay, Handworks Gallery, Carmel, CA

1986   - Dimensions, traveling show, Cork and Dublin, Ireland  


-Alternatives '86, San Jose, CA 


-Sister City Friendship Show, Tenmaya Dept. Store, Okayama, Japan


-Gathering of Potters, TNT Gallery, San Jose, CA


-Dimensions West, Gittins Gallery, Salt Lake City, UT


-Inside-Outside, TNT Gallery, San Jose, CA


-Exhibitions ‘86, Sculpture in Open Spaces, San Jose, CA

1985   - Dimensions, California Polytechnic Institute, San Luis Obispo, CA


-The Art of Clay and Glass, College of Marin, San Raphael, CA

1984   - On Site, Sculpture at Mission Clay Co., Fremont, CA

1983   - 12 San Jose Artists in Okayama, Tenmaya Dept. Store, Okayama, Japan


- Omaha Brickworks, Omaha, NB

1982   - 15 Sculptors at San Jose City Hall, San Jose, CA


-Sewer Pipe Sculpture at City Hall, Fremont, CA

1981 - TNT Regional Art Competition, 2nd place, San Jose Convention Center, San Jose, CA

- National Drinking Vessel Show, Branch Gallery, Washington, DC

1974   - IBM regional show, first award in painting, San Jose, CA


-Regional 3D, San Jose, Art League, San Jose, CA

-Santa Clara County Fair, 3rd award in ceramics

1973 - Santa Clara County Fair, 5th award in ceramics

GRANTS AND AWARDS:

2007 – Merit Award from City of Santa Clara Arts Council for sculpture in All fired Up

2003- Arts Council Silicon Valley, Artist Fellowship Award in 3D arts

1998 - Santa Clara County Arts Council, San Jose, CA, co-recipient for LifeLines video project

1997 - Montalvo Center for the Arts, Saratoga, CA for LifeLines project, co-recipient 

1993-1996 -California Arts Council Artist in Residence, Georgia Travis Center for homeless 


women and children, San Jose, CA

1985-1988- California Arts Council Artist in Residence, Hoover Middle School, San Jose, CA

1988 - National Award of Merit, A Case for Clay in Secondary Education Conference, NY, NY

1984 - IBM grant for multi-school ceramic mural project, San Jose, CA

1981-1983 -California Arts Council Artist in Residence, Hoover Middle School, San Jose, CA

1979 - San Jose Quota Club, for arts with for hearing impaired children, Oster School,



 Campbell, CA 

DOCUMENTATION AND PUBLICATIONS:

2007 – Animals in Clay, Lark Ceramics Book, Suzanne Tourtillot, Editor

         - Jewish History in Spotlight – San Francisco Examiner, October 14, 2007

2006 -  Poetic Image- Artweek, August, 2006

2005 -  Nina Koepcke – Ceramics Monthly, January 2005
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 - From Moo to Woof, New Ohlone Mural,.Palo Alto Weekly, June 8, 2005

 - Ideas Bloom.Artists “Return to the Garden”, San Francisco Chronicle, Aug. 19 
2004 – Koepcke’s Art Touches Many Hearts – By Amy Wicks, Willow Glen Resident, May 12, 

        -   Arts Council Silicon Valley Awards for 3D Work -  Artweek,  June 2004

2003 - Nina  Koepcke by Cathy Sacre, Ceramics Monthly, review of Vallauris, France show

2000 - Japan Revisited –Exhibition catalogue published by San Jose Museum of Quilts  

            - The Female Gaze, exhibition catalogue, Ohlone College, Fremont, CA

- Tile Mural Unveiled at Willow Glen Library, by Deborah Taylor-Hollis, Willow Glen 
Resident, San Jose, CA

1999 - 
-LifeLines From the Heart by Michael Vaughn, Willow Glen Resident, San Jose, CA

-Animals in Art, exhibition catalogue, Anchorage Museum of Art and  History, 



Anchorage, AK

1998  - OnceUponATime, exhibition catalogue, Anchorage Museum of Art and History, 



Anchorage, AK
1997   - Nina Koepcke’s Russian Fairy Tales, review by Lois Stuart, Ceramics Monthly
           - Datebook Show, interview for Scared, Scarred, Sacred, at Works Gallery, KNTV,


 San Jose, CA
1995   - San Jose Mercury News, Review of Open Studios


-San Jose Mercury News, Valentine Show review, San Jose Institute of Contemporary


 Art, San Jose, CA
1994   - San Jose Mercury News, Review of Olive Hyde Show by Robin Worthington


-Nina Koepcke, She Recycles Lives With Her Art, by Jeff Brock, San Jose Metro 



Newspapers, San Jose, CA 


-Koepcke's Kiln Warms the Soul, by Jeff Brock, Willow Glen Resident, San Jose, CA

1992   - Willow Glen Resident Edition, interview feature story for the artists’ open studios

1992 & '91- San Jose Mercury News - Valentine show review at the San Jose Institute of 



Contemporary Art, San Jose, CA

1990   - San Jose Mercury News, review of Bay Area Crafts at the Olive Hyde Gallery, 



Fremont, CA

1986   - Lesson in Mural Making, Sunset Magazine, 

           - Making Sculpture at Mission Clay Co, Fremont Argus, Fremont, CA

1984   - Valley Times, Walnut Creek, CA Feature on multi-school mural exhibit at the Walnut


 Creek Civic Center, Walnut Creek, CA

           - Contra Costa Times, Contra Costa, CA Feature story on multi-school tile mural exhibit 


at Walnut Creek Civic Center, Walnut Creek, CA      


-San Jose Mercury News, Feature on the multi-school tile mural project on exhibit at the


 San Jose Convention Center, San Jose, CA

1983   -12 San Jose Artists at Tenmaya Dept. Store Okayama, Japan, TV interview of San Jose  

artists exhibiting at Tenmaya Dept. Store
1982 - Omaha Brickworks Sculpture by N. Skreko Martin, Ceramics Monthly, review of 



sculpture at the brickworks, Omaha, NB 

1981 - KNTV, San Jose CA news feature and interview on making the multi-cultural ceramic 


mural at Hoover Middle School,  San Jose, CA    

1980 - San Jose Mercury News, Feature story on making the Lincoln Glen mural, San Jose, CA



COLLECTIONS, PUBLIC AND PRIVATE: (selected)


AIR Vallauris, Vallauris, France


Valley Medical Center, San Jose CA


City Museum of St. Petersburg, St. Petersburg, Russia


Fujiwara Collection, Okayama, Japan
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Lon and Mary Allen Collection, Monte Sereno, CA

ARCHITECTURAL COMMISSIONS AND  MURALS: (selected)

2008 – Richey Face Yourself- painted mural on cafetorium wall -with Richey students, Tucson, AZ

2006 -  ABC’s –Ohlone School, architectural clay mural with Ohlone students, Palo Alto, CA

2005 – Our Farm – Ohlone School, architectural clay mural with Ohlone students, Palo Alto, CA

2004 - Tales - Addison School, architectural clay mural with Addison students, Palo Alto, CA 

2001 - Animal Tales Around the World, triple panel clay mural with Escondido School students, 


Palo Alto, CA

          -Tales of Time, clay tile mural with students at Richey School, Tucson, AZ

2000  - My Rabbits; Stories in Clay, clay mural with children in local community at the Willow Glen 

Library, San Jose, CA 


-Desert Stories, clay mural with students at Davidson School, Tucson, AZ

1996    - Kestler residence, Tucson, AZ

1988   - Temple to the Pleiades, Tucson, AZ


-Gate of the Winds”, Pinetop, AZ

1985   - Desert Gate, Tucson, AZ
1982  - Our Spirit Soars High –Clay entrance façade mural with students at Hoover Middle School, 

San Jose, CA  

RELATED EXPERIENCE: (selected)

2006 – China Exchange panelist De Anza College, Cupertino, CA and ICA Gallery, San Jose, CA

2005  -present - Treasurer, CGAF (Clay and Glass Foundation of California), San Anselmo, CA 

2005– Official Arts representative to China sponsored by the China Workers’ Center for               
International Exchange – presenting slide lectures in Beijing, Shanghai and Xian, China

2002-  present - Arts in Education Chairman, CGAF, San Anselmo, CA

1988- 2001 - Co-founder and co-director of LifeLines, an interdisciplinary arts project for the

 terminally ill and their caregivers, Menlo Park, CA

1999 - co-director of I Want to Say, a 30 minute video exploring the LifeLines project, presented at 
various Bay Area locations and at the University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ

1988 - 2003, consultant to Arts Genesis, a community based arts in education project,


 Tucson, AZ

1989-1992, consultant to San Jose Unified School District, San Jose, CA

1996, 1988, 1983 – Clay techniques and clay mural construction workshop presenter at Northern 
California Art Education Conferences, Walnut Creek, San Jose, Costa Mesa, CA

2001, 2000, 1997 - Creative Weekend workshop presenter, WomanKraft Gallery, Tucson, AZ

1999 -LifeLines Project panelist, Montalvo Center for the Arts, Saratoga, CA

1999 - Arts in Community panelist , San Jose State University, San Jose, CA

1998 – Co-Curator, Scared, Scarred, Sacred, Works/SanJose, San Jose, CA

1987 - Curator, Image, Imagine, Imagination, Rosicrucian Museum Gallery, San Jose, CA

1986 - Curator, Masks, Totems and Fetishes, TNT Gallery, San Jose, CA

1984 - Curator, Inside, Outside, TNT Gallery, San Jose, CA

